Sample Letter for Schools to Promote Walking School Buses

Dear Parents,

As you know, we have been working for some time to reduce the traffic congestion around our school and promote safer and healthier alternatives. We have participated in International Walk to School Month and hold regular Walking Wednesdays. Our students and parents are to be congratulated for their efforts in supporting these important initiatives.

We would like to encourage families to walk to school on a more regular basis, rather than just on Wednesdays. We know some of you are already doing this and we thank you for setting a great example for the rest of us. To this end we are promoting Walking School Bus Week at our school, to be held [fill in dates here]. The attached flyer will give you more details on this program. If you are interested in participating in Walking School Bus Week, please complete the form on the back of the flyer and send it back to the school with your child.

It may not be possible for your family to walk every day, but if you can do it even two or three days a week that would be great. If we all do a little, we’ll achieve a lot!

Participating families will receive a kit that includes useful information on organizing a Walking School Bus, as well as ideas on how to make your daily walk safe and enjoyable.

Walking School Bus Week is an initiative of Green Action Centre’s Active and Safe Routes to School program. Green Action Centre coordinates this project across Manitoba and you can visit their website at www.greenactioncentre.ca to learn more.

Signed by Principal
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“It's a fun and active way to safely start your day”

THE WALKING SCHOOL BUS

“For 15 minutes we slow down the really fast pace
of our modern lives and we can actually have a
conversation with our children. It’s also a chance

to take notice of the changes in weather and seasons.

It really feels healthier all around.”

—Parent Volunteer, Walking School Bus, Winnipeg.

So, what is a Walking School Bus?

* Actually, there is no bus. Parents walking
children to and from school become the
‘Walking School Bus.

How does it work?

* Families who live on the same block, or in
the same apartment building, walk children
to and from school. Initially everybody walks,
sharing responsibility and conversation and
building social networks along the way. Later,
as trust is built and schedules get organized,
taking turns can save time.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

Reduced...

* Traffic around the school and in your
neighbourhood

* Parking Hassles
* Chance of children being hit by a car

Increased...

¢ Clean, healthy air for growing lungs
* Physical activity for parents and kids
¢ Community Safety

e “Time-oft” for parents sharing walking
school bus duties

* Knowledge about community gained
by children who walk regularly

So, how do | get on a WALKING
SCHOOL BUS?

« Fill out the attached sheet and send it back
to your child’s teacher.

* Please be sure to indicate your address on
the sheet so we can see how many other

interested families live close to you.

* Please also indicate the approximate
location of your house on the school
area map on the reverse side of the
attached sheet.

* Someone from the school will be in touch
with you soon.
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Your School 


Logo Here!














If you are interested in trying a Walking School Bus for one week, please complete the questions below and send this back to your child’s teacher.








Your name:  	___________________________________________








Your phone #: 	________________________________________











Children’s names and grades (list them with the oldest first):





__________________________________________________________________








__________________________________________________________________








__________________________________________________________________








Street you live on:  __________________________________________________








Nearest intersection to your house: _____________________________________








_________________________________________________________________














